THE FIRST

The first overseas signing was Arthur Larard from South Africa. He was actually born in Hull in
1871 and went out to the Cape when he was 17 years old. He represented South Africa at Half-
Back and scored their first ever try against England. His first game for Fartown was against Salford
at home on September 29th 1901, playing at scrum-half in an 11-3 defeat. Larard played in 94
first team games in four seasons and apart from his debut, played all his other games at centre.

He scored 12 tries and kicked 6 goals and was captain in his final season.

The relationship between Huddersfield and New Zealand was a tremendous one following the

success of the colonials first tour to England in 1907. The bond became even

closer when on September 5th 1908 the Claret and Gold club signed one
of the touring players.

Edgar Wrigley, who had played in 32 of the 35 1907 tour
matches, proved an enormous asset to. Huddersfield. The
president Mr C.‘Syk‘éé,'dn”obtaining the newcomérﬁ"s" signature, -
remarked  that he 'would “considerably strengthen the
Huddersfield team” - and that he certainly did, and in doing so

proved himself as the first overseas player.

~_The stepping stone between New Zealand and Huddersfield had
“been crossed, and this proved a momentous signing as it built the
bridge that many an international player crossed to wear the claret
Edgar Wrigley : _and gold colours.

Wrigley’s first game for Fartown was at Rochdale Hornets on September 19th 1909, when he

scored a brilliant try. In his first season he finished with an impressive 27 tries and 31 goals.

Wrigley was a member of the Huddersfield team which won the 1909 and 1911 Yorkshire Cup,
but due to blood poisoning in his leg he was unable to play in the team which secured the 1911-
1912 League Championship.

Evenfually Wrigley had the cartilage in his right knee removed, and after he had recovered he
refused to return in the reserve team. As a result, trouble brewed up between Wrigley and the
Huddersfield officials, and when Hunslet offered him a £500 fee in 1914, he left the Fartown
club behind. :

He later went on to coach Bradford Northern and Hull, but in 1935 returned to the club of his
greatest glory and became trainer of Huddersfield.



Over the years Huddersfield have been very fortunate in the quality of their overseas signings. There have
been a few one game wonders, especially in the last thirteen years when young Australian and New
Zealanders flooded this country in the aftermath of the 1982 tourists. When all and sundry didn’t turn

out to be another Mal Meninga, it became obvious that a lot were over for a holiday, with

hopefully some Rugby League pocket money to spend.

Starting at the beginning, our first six signings before the First
World War were all stars. Edgar Wrigley, William

Trevarthen and Con Byrne were from New Zealand.

am

o Albert Rosenfeld, ‘Paddy’ Walsh and Tommy Gleason from
rthon

Australia and each played their part in bringing success to

Huddersfield during those brilliant years between 1910 and 1915. An Albert
overseas ban between February 11th 1913 and June 9th 1927 stopped any more Rosenfeld
hopeful Anzacs from taking part in the English League.
As the ban ended Fartown jumped in first and signed Ernie Mills before any other
club could get near this highly rated winger. Ernie made 282 appearances and
scored 283 tries up to 1935 for the Fartowners. Carr and Harris were the next to
sign, and their strange story is included elsewhere
e in this book. Ray Markham arrived at the
Ils beginning of 1933 and within 4 months had a
Challenge Cup winners medal in his grasp. Ray was
another prolific try scorer totalling 255 in his six seasons with the
club.
Syd Harris Alby Carr
Two more Australians landed prior to the 2nd World War.
In December 1937, Tommy Grahame and Ron Bailey arrived to do sterling service until hostilities broke
out. They were the last two to beat another overseas ban imposed by the Rugby Football League. Bailey
returned home in 1940 and resumed play in Australia and after the war he represented his country.
Tommy Grahame served in the Royal Navy during the war and played another two seasons in Peacetime
for Fartown.
The next three Australians to arrive would not have predicted the fame they were
going to enjoy. Lionel Cooper, Johnny Hunter and Pat Devery became »
household names and were heroes worshipped by their Huddersfield fans.
Cooper and Hunter arrived on February 24th 1947 with Pat Devery joining Lionel
Cooper

them in September of the same year. Lionel created Fartown records which
possibly will never be equalled, he was leading try scorer for seven seasons, scored
ten tries in a game, and is the clubs leading try scorer with a career total of 432. Hunter was

the unpredictable entertainer and playing in the days of the defensive full back was sensational. Pat
Devery was class, in defence, attack and with his kicking, he was the immaculate player and in season
1952/53 scored a club record 332 points. Peter Henderson joined them from New Zealand in 1950 to add
speed on to the opposite wing from Cooper. He was a former International sprinter and was capped seven

times for the New Zealand Rugby Union team. In his career at Fartown he scored 211 tries.

In between filtered two South Africans, lan Clark and Ken Morrison but their first team appearances were
few and far between. Athol Brown from Rhodesia, and Kevin Brasch from Australia completed the 1950's

visitors, neither staying very long.
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The next decade saw eleven players appear at Fartown. The best known being the colourful
Fijians, Tom Naidole, Joe Saukurn, John Ravitale and Tom Wagabaca. At the same time
Fartown captured Bob Hagan an Australian International who, in his three year stay became
club captain and proved to be not only a competent centre but a popular one as well. His
love of this club is shown in his hospitality which can be found for any Fartowner venturing
down under. The seventies brought Greg Veivers and Wayne Bennett from Australia to play
for most of the 1972/3 season. Wayne is now a famous club coach in his home country being
in charge of the Brisbane Broncos. Michael Punter came from New Zealand in 1979 and is

still here, he has settled down and is currently refereeing.

The players listed in the eighties were the ones which stayed the shortest time, until Wally
Gibson and Greg Shuttleworth arrived in 1989. Wally became a huge favourite at Fartown
and is now successfully playing for Oldham. Ken Kerr, Brad Davies, Jason Lawrence, and

Dave King have also proved to be very popular.

Since Peter Subritzky, who made his debut alongside Gibson and Shuttleworth, Fartown have
welcomed seventeen overseas players in five years. Included for the first time at Fartown
were two young Frenchmen, Laurent Lucchese and Pierre Jammes. Lucchese stayed and
became very popular before leaving for Sheffield Eagles but James unfortunately was recalled

home after just two games.

We now have another record holder on the books, Greg Austin last season equalled the
Rugby League try scoring record for a centre with 52 tries. Along with Dean Hanger, Dave
King, Greg Pearce and Darryl Shelford, Fartown are once again housing quality overseas
players to bring success back to HUDDERSFIELD.

COLONIAL SIGNINGS







